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	Are you ready? Utah is Earthquake Country.
Information and media availability for Utah's earthquake experts.
 
Contact: 
Joe Dougherty, spokesman
Utah Division of Homeland Security
jdougherty@utah.gov
801-538-3738
  
SALT LAKE CITY -- The devastation from Japan's triple disaster is an all-too real reminder of what could happen if a large earthquake were to strike the Wasatch Front. 
 
Many could be injured or die. 

Earthquakes caused nearly 227,000 deaths around the world in 2010. More than 80 percent of Utah’s population is located in areas susceptible to large earthquakes. Seismographs register many small earthquakes every year in Utah.

Without proper preparation, Utahns could experience a second disaster in a major quake if they don’t have a plan, food or emergency supplies. 
 
Utah Gov. Gary R. Herbert has declared April 3-9 to be Earthquake Preparedness Week. 
 
This week, in conjunction with National Earthquake Preparedness Month, let's remind Utahns that now is the time to get started.
 
"Preparedness isn't a task, it's a lifestyle," Governor Herbert said. "There are simple things Utah families, businesses, schools, and communities can begin doing today to be better prepared for a potential earthquake."
 
Some of those simple things include Be Ready Utah's mantra of make a plan, get a kit, be informed and get involved.
 
"Making a plan about what to do in an emergency is great," Herbert said. "However, those plans need to be practiced. Parents should drill with their families. Businesses should drill with their employees. Prepare, then practice."

Information about emergency planning is available at www.bereadyutah.gov.
 
Members of the media:
 
We will have experts available beginning Monday, April 4, to help with any coverage of Earthquake Preparedness Week.
 
Ryan Longman, Be Ready Utah manager, Division of Homeland Security
Available: Monday and Tuesday afternoons, most of Wednesday
Expertise: Home, business, community and school preparedness
Can take your reporter on a home hazard hunt to see how well a Utah home is prepared
801-538-3400
http://bereadyutah.gov
 
Kristine Pankow, Associate director, University of Utah Seismograph Stations
Available: April 4-8, 10 a.m.-noon
Expertise: Earthquake seismologist, various earthquake topics and hazards
Seismograph stations phone number: 801-581-6274
Can do interviews at the Rio Tinto Earthquake Information Center
http://www.seis.utah.edu/

Another possibility: 
Utah Geological Survey
http://geology.utah.gov/
Geologic Hazards Program staff: http://geology.utah.gov/phonebk.htm#geohaz

 Throughout the week of April 3-9, @BeReadyUtah will tweet earthquake preparedness tips via Twitter and Facebook. Earthquake preparedness information will also be available at www.BeReadyUtah.gov.
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