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As a result of a Presidential declaration of a major disaster (FEMA-4011-DR-UT), the State of Utah, will be administering the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP). This program is authorized under Section 404 of Public Law 93-288, as amended, the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act. It is one part of the package of federal disaster assistance made available to eligible applicants statewide.



PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM:

The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) is a federal disaster assistance program that helps fund projects that will reduce or eliminate the effects (costs) of hazards and/or the vulnerability to future disaster damage. Unlike the Federal Emergency Management Agency's (FEMA's) more familiar public agency disaster assistance program that helps pay for the permanent repair and restoration of existing facilities, the HMGP goes beyond simply fixing the damage. The HMGP will, within the limits of state and federal guidelines, help to fund a wide range of new projects that reduce hazard vulnerability and the potential of damage.



ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS:

· State Government 
· Local Governments 
· Registered Nonprofit Organizations with Like-Government Services 
· Special Districts 
· Indian Tribes

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:

· Applicants must be jurisdictions that are participating in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and in good standing or be located in a community that is. 
· Applicants must have a FEMA approved All-Hazards Mitigation Plan or be located in a jurisdiction that has one.

FUNDING CONSTRAINTS:

The grants will be made available to eligible applicants on a competitive basis.  A 75% Federal share and a 25% Non-federal (local) share will apply to all projects. The total amount for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) is limited. According to the law, FEMA may contribute no more than 15% of the amount that it will spend under the Public Assistance & Individual Assistance programs for this disaster. In order to select projects for funding, all proposals will be evaluated against state and federal program criteria. Some of the general criteria are listed below.

During the Preliminary Damage Assessment, there was nearly $13,000,000 in eligible PA damage found throughout the state. This dollar amount will change and will not be determined until six months after the disaster declaration date and can be changed until a year after the disaster declaration date. 

HMGP PROCESS:

· State will conduct HMGP Applicant Briefings in impacted communities following disaster declaration. 
· HMGP Applicant Briefings are scheduled between Thursday, October 6, 2011 and Friday October 14, 2011 throughout the State.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Notice of Interest (NOI) to participate in the HMGP will be available at the HMGP Applicant Briefing. 
· Notice of Interest (NOI) to participate in the HMGP is submitted to the state by eligible applicants no later than February 17, 2012. 
· Following the state’s review of the NOIs, a HMGP application is mailed and or emailed to the eligible applicant. 
· All HMGP project applications must be submitted to the state by June 29, 2012. 
· HMGP applications are reviewed for eligibility and site visits conducted as required. 
· HMGP applications are then evaluated and scored by a working group of state and local representatives. Local representatives will be selected from jurisdictions that did not submit a project application. 
· HMGP projects are then recommended to FEMA for approval and funding based upon the score and available funds. 
· Upon notification of approval and funding, a grant agreement between the state and applicant is developed. 

Applicant Briefings Times and Locations:

Price
October 6, 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
Southeastern Utah AOG Office 375 South Carbon Ave, Price
Salt Lake
October 11, 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM
State Office Building Auditorium 450 North State St. 2110 State Office Building
Salt Lake City
Orem
October 11, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Mountainland AOG Office 586 East 800 North, Orem
Logan
October 12, 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM
Riverwoods Conference Center 695 Riverwoods Parkway, Logan
Roosevelt
October 13, 1:30 PM to 3:00 PM
Uintah Basin AOG office 330 East 100 South Roosevelt
Richfield
October 14, 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Six County AOG Office 250 North Main Street Richfield



SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS:

The Presidential declaration of a major disaster FEMA 4011-DR-UT was issued as a result of flooding and winter storms across Utah. Since flooding was the basis of this declaration, special consideration will be given to the following types projects that address the flooding hazard:

· Mitigation projects that enhance road drainage systems.
· Mitigation projects that protect bridges.
· Mitigation projects that remove structures from the floodplain.

Typical eligible activities for these types of projects include:

· Increasing the size and capacity of drainage culverts.
· Strengthening bridge abutments.
· Acquisition and relocation projects
· Elevation projects.

GENERAL TYPES OF PROJECTS THAT CAN BE FUNDED:

Following are examples of projects the HMGP can be used to fund:

· Structural hazard control, such as debris basins and retention ponds; 
· Retrofitting, such as seismic, flood proofing and elevating to protect structures from future damage; 
· Acquisition and relocation of structures from hazard-prone areas; 
· Construction activities that will result in protection from hazards; and 

Generally the project should:

· Substantially reduce the risk of future damage, hardship, loss, or suffering from a major disaster; 
· Have a beneficial impact in the designated disaster area; 
· Conform with federal floodplain, wetland, and environmental regulations; 
· Solve a problem, or part of a problem when there is assurance that the whole project will be completed; 
· Be cost-effective in that it addresses a problem that is repetitive or that poses a significant risk if left unsolved; 
· Contribute substantially to the problem's long term solution; 
· Provide cost-effective protection over the expected project life; 
· Have manageable future maintenance requirements; 
· Be determined to be the most practical, effective, and environmentally sound alternative among the possible options; 
· Have the documented support of the local community. 

SOME OF THE REASONS THAT PROJECTS/APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN DETERMINED TO BE INELIGIBLE:

· Project application fails to meet requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for adequate public involvement in the development of the alternatives  
· Project is for operation and maintenance versus disaster related mitigation. 
· Project is the responsibility of another federal agency such as the. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, and FEMA's Public Assistance Program; 
· Project is the result of deferred maintenance versus natural hazard related; 
· Project has an inadequate cost/benefit ratio; and 
· When HMGP Project is part of a larger effort, no assurance is made that the whole project will be completed.



For additional information, contact: 

John Crofts, State NFIP Coordinator
1110 State Office Building
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114
(801) 560-2637
jcrofts@utah.gov

Jona Whitesides, Mitigation Planner
1110 State Office Building
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114
(801) 834-1954
jwhites1@utah.gov

Brad Bartholomew, State Hazard Mitigation Officer
1110 State Office Building
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114
(801) 330-4461 
bbart@utah.gov
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